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This folder is an announcement of and supple- 
ment to the “Flood Plain Information (FPI) Re- 
port, Hart Ditch, Cady Marsh Ditch, and Spring 
Street Ditch, Lake County, Indiana”. The pur- 
pose of the report is to present the facts on 
flood potential and flood hazards on these three 
streams, which will provide a sound basis for 
land use planning and for management decis- 
ions concerning flood plain utilization. 


At the far right is a photograph showing pos- 
sible future flood heights on Wood Street in 
Griffith, Indiana. The flood height shown for a 
large flood, the Intermediate Regional Flood 
(IRF), has a chance of being equalled or ex- 
ceeded once in 100 years on the average al- 
though it could occur in any year. Also indi- 
cated is the flood height that would be reached 
if a very large flood, the Standard Project Flood 
(SPF), should occur. 


Although this portion of Lake County has suf- 
fered extensive damage from major floods in 
the past, studies indicate that even larger floods 
can occur in the future. Emphasis is given to 
future floods in the FPI Report. Maps, profiles, 
and cross-sections have been included to illus- 
trate the possible extent and severity of future 
floods. 
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EXPERIENCED AND POSSIBLE FUTURE FLOOD HEIGHTS 
Elevation (Mean Sea Level Datum) Feet 


Flood of Large Flood (100 Year) Very Large Flood 
Location Dec. 25, 1965 IRF SPF 
Hart Ditch 
Forty-fifth St. 609.9 612.6 
Hart Ditch 
Hart St. 633.1 635.4 639.3 
Cady Marsh Ditch 
Broad St. 610.8 617.8 


Inside are sketches illustrating the horizontal 


LEGEND 
mimi State Boundary i> and vertical relationships of flooded areas and a 
“Tansee aire esate North flooded area map showing the extent of both 
i es, her enn an Intermediate Regional Flood (IRF) and a 
15 —=—— Direction of Flow Standard Project Flood (SPF). 
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Study area location map. 
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sometimes to forestall future problems 7 
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MEASURES TO REDUCE vuiNeraBitity 
TO FLOODS provide for a future with more freedom 
from flood damage, often at minor cost and with little 
adverse effect on the environment - + + + «+ a 
REGULATIONS 
(ZONING, BUILDING CODES, SUBDIVISION ) HIGH FLOW 
* FLOOD PROOFING - RELOCATIONS - DIVERSION 
“URBAN RENEWAL *+ 


LS) 


build-up 
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ACTION ts needed 


The flood plains of Hart Ditch, Cady Marsh 
Ditch and Spring Street Ditch are only partially 
urbanized at the present time. With new growth 
and continuous expansion of industry and cities 
in Lake County, these flood plains are coming 
under heavy pressure for development. The de- 
vastating effects of flooding will continue to 
increase unless action is taken. 


Effective regulatory measures such as zoning 
ordinances and building codes can be designed 
to prevent increased flood damages. Flood 
proofing can reduce potential damages to prop- 
erties already subject to flooding, and addi- 
tional works to modify flooding can also be a 
part of the long-run solution. 


The Hart Ditch, Cady Marsh Ditch and Spring 
Street Ditch flood plains are not the only areas 
with flooding problems. Flood plain informa- 
tion has already been provided for many of sev- 
eral thousand flood-plagued communities. 
About 750 of those having FPI Reports by mid- 
1973 have adopted or strengthened regula- 
tions, while 780 others have them under study. 
An additional 1100 communities have used FPI 
Reports to establish interim land use control. 


This folder has been prepared for the North- 
western/ndiana Regional Planning Commission 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers from data 
in the Report “Flood Plain Information, Hart 
Ditch, Cady Marsh Ditch, and Spring Street 
Ditch, Lake County, Indiana”. Copies of the re- 
port and this folder are available upon request 
from the Northwestern Indiana Regional Plan- 
ning Commission and the Little Calumet River 
Basin Commission at 8149 Kennedy Avenue, 
Highland, Indiana 46322. 


Berens Street during dry conditions. 


Flooding on Berens Street near Hart Ditch (Plum 
Creek) in Dyer, Indiana in October, 1954. 
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